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cleared of the French. Austria, Paul's ally, wanted undivided rule in
Italy and decided to transfer Suvorov to Switzerland, ostensibly to
relieve the Russian army under Rimsky-Korsakov. Suvorov left Italy
for Switzerland, making for the town of Altdorf via the St. Gothard
Pass, whence he was to go on to join Rimsky-Korsakov's troops.
Scaling the almost perpendicular mountains under a biting wind,
Suvorov's men launched a frontal attack on St. Gothard. Bagration's
column outflanked the French. St. Gothard was captured in September.
Beyond St. Gothard the road fell away to the Reuss, a mountain river,
spanned at a height of 75 feet by a flimsy structure known as Devil's
Bridge,

As they retreated before the onslaught of Suvorov's men the French
destroyed part of the bridge. Russian soldiers crawled up to the broken
bridge piles, bound some logs together with scarfs and belts and threw
them over the gap. The soldiers ran across the logs to Ihe other side un-
der a hail of bullets. Meanwhile other dauntless men Jiad waded across
the turbulent river. The Russians went into a bayonet charge and drove
back the French. Beyond Altdorf the St. Gothard road came to an end
at the shore of Lake Lucerne, which was under the control of the French.
Before the Russian army towered the sheer slopes of another almost im-
passable mountain ridge, but there was no choice. Exhausted and hun-^
gry, Suvorov *s men began the difficult climb of an even steeper moun-
tain. They reached the valley to learn that Rimsky-Korsakov's army had
been defeated and was retreating, and that the French held the valley.
Suvorov's army was in a trap. The French had 60,000 men, while Su-
vorov had less than 20,000. Besides, the Russians had no provisions,
no ammunition and no artillery. Suvorov realized that his army, sur-
rounded in the mountains by enemy forces, was in a critical position.
But at the council of war he declared: fcWhat shall we do? To go back
would be a disgrace: I have never yet retreated. To proceed to Schwyz is
impossible. Massena has over 60,000 men, while we have barely 20,000,
Moreover, we have no provisions, ammunition or artillery. . . .    We

cannot expect assistance from anywhere-----We have only one hope ..,

the courage and self-sacrifice of my troops. We are Russians!"
After beating off the French, Suvorov's army, on the night of October
4 began the final stage of its march across the Alps by w&y of the diffi-
cult snow-capped Panixer Pass.

The mountain was high and steep, cut frequently by deep preci-
pices. In places the soldiers crawled on all fours along the icy crust
under the sleet and snow. Suvorov went among his men, encouraging
them: "IsFever mind, never mindf A Russian fellow isn't yellow, we'll
get through/5 On one of the slopes there was not a single tree or protrud*
ing rock to offer support. Thousands of men seated themselves on the
icy edge of the slope and, hugging their rifles, slid down. No more
J5,OOQ mei* regained* of Suvorov's army after thp crossing